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March 19, 1997
HALE-BOPP COMET BRIGHTENS MONTANA SKIES 
MISSOULA -
Comet Hale-Bopp is more than 100 million miles away, but it’s captured the eyes of many. 
One of the brightest objects in the morning sky, the comet will continue to grow brighter 
throughout March and can be seen low in the east-northeast just before dawn. Hale-Bopp is also 
visible in the evening, and after March 21, it will be higher in the sky than during its morning 
path.
Hale-Bopp will be closest to Earth on Saturday, March 22, when it orbits within 122.3 
million miles of the planet. It will move closest to the sun, within 85 million miles, April 1.
Hale-Bopp is not new to the inner solar system, but because it takes the comet about 3,000 
years to travel once around the sun, it has not been visible from Earth in recorded history, said 
Dave Friend, UM Associate Professor of physics and astronomy.
Information on the comet is easy to find. Alan Hale, one of the discoverers of the comet, 
has written a book about it, and the March issue of Sky and Telescope magazine has detailed 
viewing guides, as well as articles on how to capture the comet on film. The April issue of Sky 
and Telescope is available and also has information on Hale-Bopp. The following Web sites may 
also be helpful and most include links to other sites: 
http://newproducts.jpl.nasa.gov/comet/ 
http://www.halebopp.com/fieldguidemenu.htm 
http: // www. skypub. com/comets/hbfinder. html
m
Contact: David Friend, UM Associate Professor of physics and astronomy, and Diane Friend,
UM astronomy lab supervisor, will be available after March 24 at (406) 243-5283.
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